






•ƒAND IF THEY 
• AREN•T CRIMINALS 
• THEY•RE PROBABLY 
• TERRORISTSŽ

There is nothing to suggest that asylum seekers are
more likely than anyone else to be involved in terrorism 
against us Brits.

Acts of terror are just as likely to be carried out by British 
citizens, foreign tourists or visitors. The people who 
attacked the Twin Towers carried proper documents 
letting them enter the US legitimately, while all but one of 
those who committed the London bombings were British 
born and bred. And what with all the finger-printing and 
ID-checking in place for asylum seekers, it seems doubtful 
that terrorists would go through such a strict route of entry 
and might choose a more undercover way in.

But what about all those asylum seeking terrorists we 
keep hearing about?  Well, our journalists do a very 
thorough job of scouring courts and prisons just to catch
a sniff of any asylum seeker or refugee up to no good, 
and if they’re involved in an act of terror then all the 
better. There’s really no need for them to bother talking
about the law-abiding majority when the big, loud 
headlines about the few bad‘uns are the stories that
shift more papers.
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“ASYLUM SEEKERS 
“ARE ALL LAZY, 
“WORK-SHY
“SO-AND-SO’S”

People seeking asylum are usually not allowed to work 
in Britain until they are granted refugee status. But with 
more than 2,000 refugee and asylum seeker health 
professionals and an estimated 1,500 refugee teachers 
across the UK, it doesn’t mean they don’t want to.

Whether they are doctors or mechanics, most refugees 
in the UK are skilled and eager to work. Department 
for Work and Pensions research has found that there 
is in fact a higher proportion of qualifications and skills 
among asylum seekers and refugees than among the 
UK population. Sadly, they don’t always end up working 
in their chosen profession as their qualifications aren’t 
transferable or employers are wary of hiring them. 

Once they’ve got themselves settled into life in the
UK, refugees tend to do alright for themselves - look
at the Mini,                                                  fish & chips, Marks & Spencer, all brought
to you by UK refugees. In hard economic terms,
2001 government figures show that the foreign-born 
population accounted for 10% of UK GDP. That’s about 
five times as much as North Sea oil.

Sheka, Sierra Leone 
“Ever since I was a child, I wanted to be a journalist.  After 
working for a national newspaper in Sierra Leone, I started
my own, which the government tried to ban. They imprisoned 
me for exposing government corruption and I spent a week
in solitary confinement. I refused to be silenced and kept 
writing in hiding. 

“While I was in the UK for a conference, my brother warned 
me not to return home. The authorities wanted to arrest me 
again for criticising the government. Sierra Leone is still not safe 
for journalists. My family has begged me for years to give up 
journalism. But I can’t. It is my life.”



“YOU CAN’T
“MOVE IN BRITAIN 
“FOR REFUGEES”

Although we Brits like to compete in most things, 
we’re actually lagging in the ‘Country With The 
Most Refugees’ race. A recent MORI poll showed 
that on average, the British public believes that 
23% of the world’s refugees and asylum seekers 
are walking our streets. That’s nearly eight times 
the actual figure. 

The number of asylum applications is currently very 
low – about the same as it was in 1989. In total we 
host only 3% of the world’s refugees and asylum 
seekers. That ranks us 10th in the world, behind 
Pakistan, Syria, Iran and Germany.

all the refugees and asylum seekers in the world
% that Brits think are living in the UK
% that are actually living in the UK



“ALL THOSE 
“ASYLUM SEEKERS 
“EVER DO IS HANG 
“AROUND STREET 
“CORNERS”

There are a few ways to look at this. One is that
hanging around outside of your home with your mates 
is just a simple cultural difference and something that 
people in other countries do (and not just bored British 
teenagers). We don’t all have panic attacks on holiday 
when we see groups of Italians hanging round the piazza 
do we? We accept that socialising like that seems rather 
nice. Well, it’s no different to what Africans or Middle 
Easterns do, or anyone else from a place with half-decent 
weather for that matter.

Another reason for people hanging around outside is 
that often the place they’re sent to stay in isn’t so nice. 
Their accommodation might be cramped, damp and full 
of people in the same situation. With no job, no telly, no 
radio or anything else to do to pass the time, it can all get 
quite depressing and stressful. It’s somewhere you’d need 
to get away from occasionally, even if it is just on a street 
corner to have a chat with a mate.

Mahdi, Iraq
“I grew up in the holy city of Karbala as a member of Iraq’s 
persecuted Shi’ite majority. One day my father was accused 
of selling banned religious texts and was taken away. Months 
later, we found out that he had died at the hands of Saddam’s 
brutal secret police. It was then that I joined an uprising against 
the dictatorship. 

“I was later arrested and imprisoned for six months before 
fleeing to the UK. It’s been hard, but now I’ve been granted 
leave to stay here and as well as finding a full-time job, I’ve 
just joined a local football team.”



“IT’S THE BOGUS 
“ASYLUM SEEKERS 
“I WORRY ABOUT”

The term ‘bogus’ is a bit confusing and when
people use it they usually mean one of two things.

‘BEING ILLEGAL’ BOGUS
First off, let’s not confuse people seeking asylum
with ‘illegal immigrants’. An illegal immigrant is 
someone who decides to leave their native country 
and goes to another to live - but does it without 
telling the authorities. This is different to asylum 
seekers who have made themselves known to the 
authorities and are legally allowed to stay until their 
case is assessed. Refugees have gone through the 
asylum process and have been given the big thumbs 
up from the authorities after a successful application 
and have a legal right to stay. Because both go 
through legal channels to get their status, asylum 
seekers and refugees simply can’t be called illegal, 
because they’re well, legal...

‘PULLING A FAST ONE’ BOGUS
We might not like it, but it’s a fact of life that any 
system can be taken advantage of. You know, like 
when people claim for a ‘lost’ camera on holiday or 
claim benefits for kids they don’t even have. So yes, 
sadly there might well be some who cynically abuse 
the asylum system to get into the UK. But don’t 
forget that our asylum process is very tough, and the 
burden on asylum seekers to provide concrete proof 
of their situation is extremely heavy.

This means that the vast majority of asylum seekers 
who get turned down are not trying it on. They may 
have had their application refused because they had 
a rubbish lawyer, or if they didn’t have their personal 
dossier of evidence ship-shape when desperately 
fleeing their country. It doesn’t mean that they were 
uncovered by the Home Office as some kind of 
professional trickster.



“THE BRITISH 
“GOVERNMENT LETS 
“THEM ALL STAY”

Many asylum seekers get turned down, and after 
appeal if they still get a negative response then 
they have to go home. But just ‘sending them back’ 
instantly isn’t as simple as you might think.

Although the government removes thousands of 
people each year (7,720 in 2008) some asylum 
seekers can’t be deported because there might not 
be any flights back or their country might not take 
them back.

In 2008, some 2,700 people signed up to the 
government’s voluntary return scheme. This costs 
the government just £1,100 a head rather than the 
usual £11,000 it costs to force someone onto a plane. 
Others choose to leave under their own steam and 
many just get stuck in detention centres.

It’s easy to see those who try to dodge deportation
as fraudsters but often they’re just scared stiff of 
going back. Don’t forget that most asylum seekers 
actually want to go home, it’s just that they want to 
wait until the war/political oppression/state collapse/
suicide attacks have been sorted .

THANKS FOR THAT
We hope that this guide has helped to simplify the often 
complex issues surrounding asylum seekers and refugees
in the UK. Thank you for reading it. We hope that next
time you hear some outrageous claim about refugee
antics you’ll be in a better position to easily spot some
of those big fat fibs.

Refugee Action is an independent national charity that
has 27 years of experience in working with refugees to
build new lives in the UK. We’d really like to live in a
society in which people seeking sanctuary are welcome, 
respected and safe, and where they can reach their full 
potential. We hope after reading this you might too.

If this booklet has spurred you on to get involved with all things 
refugee, there are lots of ways to do it. Get active by supporting 
refugees in your neighbourhood - ideas are in abundance in our 
booklet ‘Make your neighbourhood nicer: how to welcome refugees 
and asylum seekers in 11 easy steps’. You can also become a true 
refugee aficionado by delving straight into our infovault. All of which 
you can find at www.refugeeaction.org.uk/RAP. And if you feel 
you’d like to dip into your wallet and donate to Refugee Action at 
www.refugee-action.org.uk/support to help us carry on our work, 
then that’d be greatly appreciated too.

This booklet was originally created for the Refugee Awareness
Project, find out more at www.refugee-action.org.uk/RAP.

©Refugee Action 2009. Information correct at June 2009. Photography by 
Claudia Janke, Andrew Lamb and Jenny Matthews. Individuals’ stories may 
not be reproduced without prior permission. Some names have been changed.



AFTER YOU’VE GOT ENOUGH 
INFORMATION FROM THIS LITTLE 
BOOK ABOUT THE ASYLUM 
SYSTEM FOR YOU TO BE ABLE TO 
IMPRESS YOUR FRIENDS, MAKE 
SURE THAT YOU PASS IT ON TO 
SOMEONE ELSE SO THAT THEY CAN 
IMPRESS SOMEONE TOO.
If you’d like to order more copies of this
booklet, or find out more about what you can
do to spread the word and welcome refugees,
please visit www.refugee-action.org.uk/RAP,
email giving@refugee-action.org.uk
or call 020 7654 0673.




