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working with refugees to build new lives




SESSION DELIVERED FEBRUARY 2007

The aim of this session is to:

Increase participants’ awareness of issues around asylum

Learning objectives

By the end of this session, participants will be able to:

· Explain the difference between an asylum seeker and a refugee

· Counteract some common myths about asylum seekers and refugees

· State the percentage of refugees that the UK hosts

· List the top 5 countries hosting the largest numbers of refugees in 2005

· List the top 5 countries making the highest number of asylum applications to the UK in 2005 and explain why some people come to the UK

· Discuss some of the needs of asylum seekers and refugees throughout the asylum process

Resources
 

Evaluation forms

Session plan

Lap top & projector

Flip-chart paper 

Markers

Blu-tac

Media headlines

Quiz – 4 questions

Experiences, needs and support case studies and debrief notes

Next steps for young people leaflets

Pocket books and stickers

Destitution report

List of referral agencies, emergency support

Refugee Action referral leaflets and opening times

Timings
	Time
	Activity
	Lead by

	7.00-7.10
	Introductions and evaluations
	All

	7.10-7.30
	Media headlines
	Gallina

	7.30-7.55
	4-question quiz
	Dave

	7.55-8.05
	Break
	

	8.05-8.40
	Experiences, needs and support exercise and what you can do next
	Gallina and Dave

	8.40-8.55
	DVD – Exiled Journalists Speak Out
	All

	8.55-9.00
	Evaluations forms and close
	All


	Section
	Description
	Resources

	19.00-19.10

Introductions and Evaluations

(10 mins) 

ALL
	Introduce yourself and the project:


· Your name

· What you do in your ‘other’ life

· The project, reason for existence and aims

· Hand out evaluations forms, stressing first page only
	Evaluation forms

	19.10-19.30

Media headlines

(20 mins)

ALL
	Split participants into 4 groups – give each group a media headline. Ask each group to discuss their headline and consider: ‘what is the message of the headline?’ and ‘how does it make you feel about refuges and asylum seekers?’ for 5 minutes.  


After, ask each group to feed back their responses.

Use the slideshow to present the fact behind the myth. (Remember to explain the headlines were from 2002/3 when numbers hit a peak, but that these fears and concerns still exist).  

Point out that many of the headlines reduce people to numbers/statistics and hence dehumanise refugees and asylum seekers.


Mention the following points:


· Asylum seekers often come from countries where there is no such thing as ‘benefits’ and feel embarrassed collecting their subsistence allowance. They would much prefer to be able to work

· Housing offered to asylum seekers is separate from council housing. Much of it is operated by private landlords, and much is accommodation that is un-rentable to UK nationals due to the poor quality.
· Due to international law, we must grant refugees (in the UK, that is people that are given permission to stay) the same rights as UK nationals.

	Media headlines, powerpoint slides

	19.30-19.55

Quiz

(25 mins)


	Split the group into 3-4s and ask them to look at the quiz.

Take responses and debrief, and then mentioning the following points:


Question 1

· The Geneva Convention was brought about after two world wars and many (mainly European) displaced people.

· The difference is a UK-specific legal distinction.

· Other countries interpret the Geneva Convention in different ways and therefore may not make any distinction between RAS.

· An asylum seeker can therefore not be ‘illegal’.

· Proving a well-founded fear of persecution is very difficult – often people flee their country suddenly/without preparation and without many things with them.

· Refused asylum seekers are therefore not necessarily without a genuine reason for being here – they simply have not been able to prove a well-founded fear of persecution and therefore have been refused permission to stay by the Home Office.

Question 2


· Pakistan – hosting refugees mainly from Afghanistan

· Iran – hosting refugees mainly from Afghanistan and Iraq

· Germany – hosting refugees mainly from Turkey, (Kurds) due to history of taking Turkish immigrants as ‘guest workers’ to help rebuild the country after World War 2 and also from Eastern Europe and Russia

· Tanzania – hosting refugees mainly from Rwanda, Uganda, Burundi, DRC, Kenya, etc.

· USA – hosting refugees from overseas refugee camps who were invited back the US and offered protection

Explain that the UK currently hosts about 3% of the world’s refugees, UNHCR
Question 3


Iran
· Persecution, detainment, disappearance and torture for political beliefs against government (e.g. any involvement in opposition parties).
· Homosexuality is a crime subject to punishment by torture, (e.g. lashings, detainment, death).
· Women’s rights severely oppressed, (must wear the veil, stoned to death for adultery, etc).
· Religious minorities often detained, as have converters from Islam to Christianity.

Somalia
· Civil war for past decade.
· ‘Government’ largely not accepted, therefore militias are ruling various parts of the country (we take for granted having a Government, but imagine if everyone was a law unto themselves with nobody to police/diffuse/bring to justice perpetrators of gunfights, murder, rape, torture, gang-related violence).
· Often cannot return refused asylum seekers to Somalia as there is no safe route.

Eritrea

· Persecution/detainment of Pentecostal Christians for no reason other than their faith.

· Border conflict with Ethiopia.

· Eritrean NGO’s made to pay $1 million fee in order to be allowed to continue operations. At the end of 2005, none had been able to make the payment.  International NGOs were to pay $2 million.

China

· Land displacement in the name of development and denial of access to social care for some of those moving from rural to urban areas.
· Repression of spiritual and religious groups, e.g. Falun Gong (some members detained and at high-risk of torture) and those Catholics/Protestants associated with ‘unofficial’ churches.
· Violence against women, e.g. forced abortions/sterilizations, strict family planning policies, sexual abuse of those in detention.
· Death penalty – many executions.

Afghanistan

· Continued lack of public security and rule of law, ineffective justice system subject to bribes and corruption.

· Suicide attacks and roadside bombs from armed groups such as the Taliban.

· Widespread violence and discrimination of women in public and private.

Question 4

· Lack of choice – reliance on agents/people smugglers and ‘first safe country’ rule

· Speaking English or wishing to learn it

· UK as safe and democratic country

· Having friends/family/established communities here

· Colonial links

	Quiz questions sheet, power point, slides with: difference between RAS/ Geneva Convention/

top 5 countries hosting refugees/top 5 nationalities applying in UK/why the UK



	19.55- 20.05

Break

(10 mins)

ALL
	BREAK
	

	20.05-20.40

(35 mins)

Experiences, needs and support exercise and what you can do next

GALLINA AND DAVE
	Experiences, needs and support throughout the asylum process with three stages. Split the group into 3. Give each of the group one of the case studies:

· Leaving home 
· Arriving in Liverpool
· Receiving a decision

Give participants 10 minutes to read the case studies and think about the questions listed.


Debrief – allow each group to feedback and add key points to each case study using the exercise notes. Allow 5 minutes per group.

Summarise to say asylum seekers and refugees need support throughout the asylum process and beyond.  Give each group a flip chart paper and pens and invite participants in their groups to think about what they can do next to:


· Help promote positive images of refugees/asylum seekers in their area

· Create a more positive welcome or refugees and asylum seekers.  


Use the ‘what can I do next leaflets’ to help them get started and give them 10 minutes to summarise their ideas.

	Experiences, needs and support throughout the asylum process exercise case studies and debrief notes, flip chart paper, pens, ‘what can I do next’ leaflets

	20.40-20.55

DVD

(15 mins)

ALL
	Screening of RAM’s DVD - ‘Exiled Journalists Speak Out’
	DVD – Exiled Journalists Speak Out

	20.55 – 21.00
Evaluations forms

(5 mins)
ALL
	Summarise to thank participants for their attention.  

Distribute pocket books and stickers.  


Ask them to complete the evaluation forms and to use the pocket books to challenge negative and false representations of media that they hear amongst friends and family.
	Evaluations forms, pocket books, stickers
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