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SESSION DELIVERED OCTOBER 2007
The aim of this session is to:

Increase participants’ awareness, knowledge and understanding of issues surrounding asylum seekers and refugees

Learning objectives

By the end of this session, participants will be able to:

· Explain some of the basic terms used to describe people coming to the UK

· State the difference between an asylum seeker and a refugee

· List the countries hosting the highest number of the world’s refugees in 2006 

· State the % of the world’s refugees that the UK currently hosts

· List some of the reasons why asylum seekers come to the UK

· Explain a basic outline of the asylum process

· Explain the entitlements of those within the asylum process and of those given refugee status

Resources
 

Blue tack

Character cards, labels and debrief notes for definitions activity

Pre-penned entitlements flip chart paper

Map (A4 and large) and stickers

Laptop, memory stick and projector

Mobiles Money and Mayhem pocket books

How to make your neighbourhood nicer pocket books

Audience feedback forms

	Section
	Description
	Resources

	Introduction 

(5 mins)

09.15-09.20


	Aim: To introduce yourself, the project and Refugee Action

Explain:

· What you do in your ‘other’ life

· What RAP is and why it exists, i.e. volunteer-led

· Refugee Action - national charity with over 26 years of experience of helping refugees and asylum seekers to build new lives in the UK and our services in Liverpool

Introduce the session, explaining what will be covered today.

Ask each participant to introduce themselves.


	

	Dealing with definitions

(10 mins)

09.20-09.30
	Aim: For participants to understand the terminology used to describe different types of people coming to the UK.

Explain there are many different types of people coming into the UK and it’s very easy to confuse terminology describing these people – even politicians and the media get them mixed up.  Often, people refer to immigrants en masse as ‘foreigners’ without understanding the distinctions between them and their statuses.

Split participants into 4 groups and issue each group a set of character cards and labels. Ask participants to match the character with the appropriate label. After 5 minutes, take the groups’ responses and use the debrief sheet to add comments.

Ensure participants understand the legal statuses of those labels mentioned.


	Dealing with definitions character cards, labels and debrief sheet

	What is asylum?

(15 mins)

09.45-10.00
	Aim: To explore the meaning of asylum, where it comes from and its place within a legal framework.

Mention that since the beginning of time, people have left their homeland for many different reasons; immigration is a historical and worldwide phenomenon driven by many different factors including globalisation, poverty, war and many other things.  Whether people are forced to move, or move voluntarily, multiple losses are faced:
· Loss of family/friends

· Loss of socio-economic status

· Loss of property

· Loss of profession

· Loss of language
· Loss of culture
However, we are talking about those people who leave their home because they are forced to do so.
Ask participants to discuss with partner what words they associate with the idea of ‘asylum’. And who they think an asylum seeker and a refugee is. Ask participants to feed back and scribe some of their comments on a flip chart.

Debrief using the slide show to explain:

· What asylum is

· The UN Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees, how it came about, who it is signed by and what it obliges those countries to do

· Examples of the 5 reasons for persecution that the Convention covers

· Who the Convention declares a refugee is

· UK legislation and who an asylum seeker is in the UK

· That everyone has the right to claim asylum

Ensure participants are clear on the distinctions between a refugee and an asylum seeker.

	Slide show

	Mapping 

(10 mins)

10.00-10.10
	Aim: To discover where refugees are coming from and where they are going to.

Issue the A4 world maps. Ask participants now that know who a refugee is, to think about the countries that hosted the most in 2006. Let them shout aloud their ideas and place stickers on the large world map accordingly. Ask them whereabouts on that list they think the UK is.  
Debrief using the slide show to include that:

· Most refugees flee to a neighbouring country

· The UK hosts about 3% of the world’s refugees (under 300,000, making up about 0.5% of our population)and is 8th on the list.

· Asylum applications have been falling steadily since 2002/3.

· We have about 43,000 asylum seekers in receipt of government support at present.

· In Liverpool we have about 1,170 asylum seekers, (about 0.3% of Liverpool’s population).


	Slide show, A4 maps, large map, stickers

	Loss/Why the UK?

(25 mins)

10.10-10.35
	Aim: To allow participants to think about why asylum seekers do/do not come the UK?

Ask participants:

· Why don’t more asylum seekers come to the UK?
· For those that do come to the UK, why?

Debrief the reasons why, for those that choose, asylum seekers come to the UK, using the slide-show to help. Illustrate with the slide show, the success rates for asylum applications and appeals.


	Pre-penned entitlements flip chart papers, marker pens. Asylum support information sheet

	The asylum process

(10 mins)

10.35-10.45
	Aim: To allow participants to understand the process an asylum seeker goes through when they arrive in the UK.

Talk through the asylum process using the flow diagram on the slide show.  Include:
· How people flee to the UK

· Claiming asylum

· Detention

· Access to legal representation and interpreters

· Gathering evidence

· Time scales

· Home office decision making

· Move-on period

· Destitution

· Removals


	Slide show, asylum application process handout

	Evaluation forms and questions 

(15 mins)

10.45-11.00
	Invite questions from the group.

Ask participants to complete the evaluation form and issue pocket books, stickers and next steps booklets.  
Thank them for attendance and attention.
	Pocket books, next steps booklets
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SESSION DELIVERED FEBRUARY 2007
Aim

The aim of this session is to increase participants’ awareness of the asylum experience in the UK.

Learning objectives


By the end of the session participants will be able to:

· Identify reasons for people fleeing their home 

· Define the terms used in reference to people coming to the UK due to fear of persecution and their legal status

· State some basics statistics about asylum seekers and refugees in the UK and Liverpool

· Discuss the support available to asylum seekers

· List the key reasons people come to the UK

· Discuss the countries asylum seekers in the UK are coming from, and the countries hosting the most refugees

· Counteract the common myths about asylum seekers and refugees

· Consider the diverse problems asylum seekers face in coming to the UK, throughout the asylum process and beyond

Resources 

Flip chart & stand

Flip pens

Lap top and projector

Pocket Books and stickers

Evaluation forms 

What can I do next leaflets for young people

A4 annotated maps 

Large world maps

Loss Activity

Kick Racism Out of Football video and video player

Timing

Introduction and evaluation




05 mins (All)

Home activity - Idea storm




05 mins (Nicaise)

Definitions of asylum seeker and refugee


10 mins (Nicaise)

What is persecution and country examples


15 mins (Mimi/Nicaise)

Local and UK statistics




05 mins (Mimi)

Refugee perspective
                                        

10 mins (Nicaise)

The bogus issue and support available to asylum seekers
05 mins (Nicaise/Mimi)

Why people come to the UK




05 mins (Mimi)

Where do they come from and where do they go

05 mins (Nicaise/Mimi)

What happens when someone gets a decision

10mins (Nicaise)

Loss activity






15 mins (Nicaise)

Video – Kick Racism Out of Football



15 mins (All)

Evaluations






05 mins

What can you do next, summary and close


10 mins

Total running time





2 hours 
	Section
	Description
	Resources

	Introduction and evaluations

6.00-6.05

(5 mins)

ALL
	Welcome, session outline, aims and objectives.

Introduce yourself, RAP, and Refugee Action. 

Distribute evaluation forms and ask participants to complete the first 2 pages only.


	Evaluation forms

	Home activity - ideastorm

6.05-6.10

(5 mins)

NICAISE
	What does ‘home’ mean to you? When you think of ‘home’ what words spring to mind?

(e.g. family, warmth, safety, friends, shelter, happiness, support, etc)

What would it take for you to leave all this behind? What could possibly persuade you that leaving all this behind would improve your life?
(e.g. war, extreme poverty, fear for your life, etc).

Summarise to say we will talk about these people – people who leave their home and everything associated with it, behind.
	Flip and pens, ‘Home’ activity directions

	6.10-6.20

Who is a refugee/asylum seeker, Geneva Convention

(5 mins)

NICAISE
	Most people flee their countries for well-founded reasons, and have to deal with multiple losses as well as the fear that lead to them leaving.
· Loss of family and friends (through death or separation)
· Loss of homeland/culture 

· Loss of socio-economic status

· Loss of personal belongings

· Loss of support networks

· Loss of ‘way of life’

Ask participants what the name is for someone leaving their country and coming into the UK (immigrant).  Explain we are talking about a very specific group of people that come into our country and we have to understand them as something other than just ‘immigrants’.
Go through who is an asylum seeker and who is a refugee, the Geneva Convention definition and remember to relate it to WW2.  Mention that this is a legal process.


	Pre-penned flip chart paper of losses, power point slide show with who is a refugee/asylum seeker, Geneva Convention, what is persecution and examples of this

	6.20-6.35

What is persecution and country examples

(15 mins)

MIMI/NICAISE
	Go through what is persecution giving specific country information:

· Race – Somalia-fighting along ethnic lines, (clans)

· Religion – China/Eritrea, (Falun gong/Pentecosal Christians)

· Nationality – Kurdish/ethnic Albanians (loss of country)

· Membership of a particular social group – Afghanistan/Iran (deprivation of rights for women/severe homophobia
· Political opinion – Iran (detainment of those speaking out against governing power)

	

	6.35-6.40

UK and local statistics

(5 mins)

MIMI
	Draw a large pie chart on flip chart. Ask participants to draw a segment of the chart that they think indicates the % of the worlds refugees hosted by the UK.

Explain this figure is around 3% (UNHCR).

Use the Liverpool slides to discuss the number of asylum seekers in receipt of support in Liverpool and the refugee communities here.


	Flip chart paper, power point slide show

	6.40-6.50

Refugee experience

(10 mins)

NICAISE
	Refugee experience – Nicaise to speak about why he left his country (relate to Geneva Convention-political opinion) and his experiences.


	

	6.50-6.55

The bogus issue and asylum support

(5 mins)

NICAISE/MIMI
	Address the bogus issue (perhaps ask participants what they understand of the word ‘bogus’). They may come up with not genuine/fake/illegal/cheat/not real. Ask them if they have heard these words associated with asylum seekers. Talk about what this means.
Explain the support that asylum seekers are entitled to with relation to:

· Benefits, i.e. not entitled to the mainstream system, support only if destitute, 30% less than UK nationals

· Housing, i.e. not entitled to council housing, allocated on a no-choice basis, often sub-standard

· Employment i.e. not entitled to work unless no decision on claim after 12 months and is fault of the Home Office


	Power point slide show

	6.55-7.00

Why the UK

(5 mins)

NICAISE
	Why people come to the UK – tutor talk.
	Power point slide show

	7.00-7.05

Where do they come from and where do they go

(5 mins)

MIMI


	Go through which countries hosted the most refugees in 2005, reinforce why people leave their countries and the percentage of people coming to UK. Go through countries applying for asylum in the UK in 2006.

	Power point slide show, A4 maps, large world map

	7.05-7.15

What happens when someone receives a decision

(5 mins)

NICAISE
	What happens when someone receives a decision:

· Positive, i.e. 28 days to get from Home Office support to mainstream support.  Very difficult period, destitution.
· Negative, i.e. could face detention, deportation, loss of support, life in limbo, destitution.  Why not everyone is deported.


	

	7.15-7.30

Loss

(15 mins)

NICAISE
	Loss activity (ask participants to sit in a semi-circle).


	Loss activity

	7.30-7.45

Video

(15 mins)

ALL
	Screening of Kick Racism Out of football video.


	Video, video player

	7.45-7.50

Evaluations

(5 mins)

ALL
	Ask participants to complete evaluation forms.
	Evaluation forms

	7.50-8.00

What can I do next

(10 mins)

ALL
	Split participants into 3 groups and give each group a flip chart paper, pens and copies of the ‘what can I do next’ leaflets.  Ask each group to think about what they can do to:

· Promote positive images of asylum seekers and refugees in their community

· Provide a better welcome for refugees and asylum seekers in their community.

Allow participants to feed back their thoughts to the rest of the group.

Thanks participants and close.
	Flip chart paper, pens, ‘what can I do next’ leaflets
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SESSION DELIVERED JANUARY 2007
Aim

The aim of this session is to increase participants’ awareness of the asylum experience in the UK.

Learning objectives


By the end of the session participants will be able to:

· Gain an insight of the breadth of issues affecting refugees and asylum seekers

· Know legal distinctions between refugees and asylum seekers

· Be confident in countering some common media myths about refugees and asylum seekers

Resources 

Evaluation sheets

Media Headline exercise

Quiz sheets

Quiz answer sheets

Loss exercise

Laptop

Projector

‘What can I do next’ leaflets

Pocket books and stickers

	Section
	Description
	Resources

	10.30 - 10.40

Introductions and evaluations

(10 mins)

ALL
	Handout evaluation form as people arrive.  Carry out introductions of speakers and group.
	Evaluation forms

	10.40-10.55

Media headlines

(15 mins)

GALINA
	Split participants into 4 groups – give each group a media headline.  

Ask each group to discuss their headline and consider: ‘what is the message of the headline?’ and ‘how does it make you feel about refugees and asylum seekers?’ for 5 minutes.  

After, ask each group to feedback their responses.

Use the slideshow to present the fact behind the myth.  (Remember to explain the headlines were from 2002/3 when numbers hit a peak, but that these fears and concerns still exist.)

Point out that many of the headlines reduce people to numbers/statistics and dehumanise refugees and asylum seekers.


	Media headlines, power point slideshow

	10.55-11.25

Quiz

(30 mins)

GALINA
	Split the group into 3-4s and ask them to look at question 1 of the quiz.

Galina to facilitate responses.

Ask participants to join their groups again for question 2.

Galina to facilitate responses.

Direct the group to question 3.

Galina to facilitate responses.

Ask group to answer questions 4.

Galina to facilitate responses.

Finally, ask group to look at question 5.

Galina to facilitate responses.


	Quiz questions and answer sheets, power point slideshow

	11.25-11.40

Loss

(15 mins)

NICAISE
	Ask group to sit in a semi circle facing the front.  Explain the group must listen to the passage and assume it is reality.

Read out scenario of ‘State repression’.

Ask each participant:

1. How do you feel?

2. What will you do – stay or go?

3. If you choose to leave, which country will you choose and why?

4. Will you take your family/friends with you or not and why?

5. What will you take with you and why?

Facilitate responses.

After the exercise, ask participants how they felt during it.


	Loss scenario

	11.40-11.55

(15 mins)

ALL
	Screening of RAM DVD; ‘Exiled Journalists Speak Out’
	

	11.55-12.00

(5 mins)

ALL
	Issue ‘What can I do next’ leaflets and explain the need for groups to take action to welcome refugees and promote positive images of them.  

Explain support will be given from Refugee Action for any follow-up action they take.

Ask participants to complete the second part of the evaluation form.  Thanks participants for listening.


	What can I do next leaflets

Evaluation forms
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