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SESSION DELIVERED OCTOBER 2007
Aim

The aim of this session is to increase staff awareness of asylum facts and the asylum experience and to promote the Refugee Awareness Project.

Learning objectives


By the end of the session participants will be able to:

· Explore the importance of doing awareness raising work with young people.

· Equip youth and play workers with the confidence and information to run awareness raising activities with young people. 

· Give some examples of activities that they can run with young people and follow up work.

· Explore some issues that they may face in raising these issues with young people.

Resources 

Powerpoint presentation

Post it notes

Laminated map and stickers

Show Racism the Red Card video

Flip chart & pens

Blank speech bubbles

Dealing with definitions characters and terms

RAP leaflets

Audience feedback forms

Pens

Handouts: 
Coming to Bristol (long)

Dealing with definitions (long)

Young people education (key points)

UK and asylum by numbers (key points)

Activities pack

What young people organisations can do to help

Projects working with asylum seekers and refugees in Bristol

Mobiles, money and mayhem

How to welcome asylum seekers and refugees in 11 easy steps

	Section
	Description
	Resources

	7pm- 7.10pm

Introduction

Claire (10 mins)


	Ask participants to fill in the first half of the evaluation form. 

· Introduce ourselves, RA and RAP

Volunteers: talk about what you do in your other lives and how long you have been volunteering for.

Ask participants to introduce themselves and say whether they have done any awareness raising around refugee issues to date.

· Talk about session
Everyone has an opinion about asylum. These opinions are affected by the work we do, the people we meet, the things we read, the way we were brought up etc. The aim of this session is to answer your questions, equip you with the facts and increase your confidence to challenge myths with the young people that you work with.

We aim for the session to be as informal and as participatory as possible. We welcome questions as we go along but if we think that we are going to come back to something we will let you know.

Sometimes in sessions we also discuss how you can increase participation from refugees and asylum seekers in your service but we do not have time for that this evening. We will be giving you a handout on that and are happy to speak to your group individually about that.

We will be giving you handouts as we go along and at the end a pack of activities at the end that you should then be able to run with young people that you work with.


	Feedback forms

Consent forms

PowerPoint

	7.10pm – 7.20pm

Your questions and the session plan

Claire (10 mins)
	· Before we tell you what we have planned we want to check that we are going to cover everything that you would like us to. Please spend a minute or so talking with your neighbour and come up with one question each that you would like answered. If you can’t think of anything don’t worry.

· Go through questions, grouping them.

· Go through session plan explaining where questions will be covered or explain that they will be covered in Q+A session.


	Post it notes

Session plan on ppt

	7.20pm – 7.30pm

What does home mean to you?

Debs (10 mins)
	Intro: we are just going to do an activity to start us thinking about the issues.

· Put up a flip chart with a picture of a house.

· Ask participants to think in pairs about what home means to them (family, relatives, places, objects, memories, emotions and feelings). 

· Ask participants to feedback – write responses on the house.

· Ask the group to imagine that they had to leave all that behind, not through any choice of their own, and probably in a rush. How would they feel? Take responses verbally– do not write them down, just engage with audience.

· Ask them what would make them leave all that behind, what would make them think leaving all that behind would be better than staying or use other prompts.

· Summarise that it would have to be something that put your life, or your family’s life, in danger. Explain that the people we are talking about today have all been through this experience.

· But it is important to think about when someone is forced to leave their home and their country not only do they lose all the things we have identified (refer to the house) but also:
· Loss of family and friends (through death or separation)
· Loss of homeland/culture 

· Loss of socio-economic status

· Loss of personal belongings

· Loss of support networks

· Loss of ‘way of life’

They also have to deal with the fear of going to an unknown place.

· Explain that this is one variation of this activity, but thinking about home and what it means to us is generally a good way to start thinking about the issues. As you will know this kind of activity could be very sensitive for some children but in the pack we are giving you there are more ideas on how you can use this theme to talk to young people about why refugees flee their countries and build empathy. 

Give out fact sheet on leaving home (key points)

Now we are going to hear from some young people who have been through this experience.
	

	7.30pm – 7.40pm

Refugee experiences

Debs (10 mins)
	· Show Racism the Red Card video – screen test section

· Refugee volunteer to share their experience if appropriate

· The place to order these is on a handout at the end.

	Video player and TV

Show racism red card video

	7.40pm – 7.45pm

Geneva Convention

Debs 5 mins
	So in the video we heard about refugees’ experiences of fleeing their countries – and when they arrived in the UK they applied for asylum under the 1951 Convention relating to the status of refugees.

· See if people know the history of the Convention, explain historical context. 

· Explain it does not say exactly how refugees should be treated but it is very clear about who is a refugee and gives the criteria that is used to assess all asylum applications to the UK and all other signatory countries. Summarise information on slide.

· It also says who cannot be granted refugees status – anyone that has committed war crimes and very serious non-political crimes.

· Go through Geneva Convention definition of a refugee giving examples.

Race, nationality – ethnic group – Kurds and Roma people

Religion – Christians in Iran

Political activism – trade unions, opposition parties (MDC), support for political party

Social group - Gender – honour crimes and women, sexuality, disability

· Give examples of persecution  - no need to read out, on slide… you can say that a way of explaining it to young people is to say it is a very severe form of discrimination, but where there is no police or laws or rules to protect you.

Any questions?


	Slides on Geneva convention

 

	7.45pm – 8.05pm

Understanding the language of immigration

Intro and conclusion– Debs

Fazil, Patience – Debs

Others - Claire
	Intro: We are now going to do an activity to understand all the different words that are used to describe people from other countries that come to this country. We have found that they get interchanged and their meaning confused, i.e asylum seeker, refugee, economic migrant, illegal asylum seeker etc. This activity is not about getting the correct answer but about exploring what we are sure about and hopefully we can clarify anything you are not sure about.
· Divide the group up into 4 groups

· Give each group 4 character cards and a pack of definitions cards. 

· Ask them within their groups to use the definitions cards to select the terms that best describes the character’s status in the UK. 

· Give them 5 mins or less to do this.
· Then ask each group to feedback, each group reads one character card out to the group, stating the terms they chose and explaining why they chose these terms. See if the rest of the group agreed/disagreed.
· Use facilitation cards to debrief.

· At end, if illegal asylum seeker has not been chosen, see if people know what it means and clarify.

· Highlight that while putting people in boxes is not always helpful, people’s ‘status’ in this country defines what they are entitled to in terms of financial support, housing, education and employment.
· In conclusion go through definition of asylum seeker, refugee and economic migrant using Powerpoint slide.
Give out fact sheet on dealing with definitions (long)

Any questions?


	Character cards and definitions

	8.05pm – 8.20pm

Break
	Break
	

	8.20pm – 8.25pm Introduction to the myths.

Claire (5mins)


	As we have discussed, the reason that this project exists is because there is in the main a fairly negative perception of asylum seekers and refugees. This perception is for the most part perpetuated by the media, but it is also not refuted by influential people in our society like politicians…. 

· To get us thinking about this, I want you to look at this and tell me when, where and about whom it was written. Show headline from 1938 on Powerpoint.

· Give answer and explain concept of asylum seekers and refugees being scapegoated in the press is not a new concept!

· In 2002/2003 we saw such headlines as these…
Show Powerpoint slide.

Based on these headlines is not surprising that there is general confusion about the issue but also a negative perception. In a Mori poll survey in 2002 and 2003, it was found that young people had the some of the most negative views about asylum seekers and refugees. 

· One activity that you could do with young people is to show them headlines about young people (negative) like these and then compare the coverage to coverage of asylum seekers and refugees.

· You can ask your group to look at headlines of young people and pose them questions like, ‘Do you think this is a fair representative of young people?’, ‘Why do the press write stories like this about young people?’. Or you could get them to think about if someone came from another country, or was an old person who had no contact with young people, they’d have a really skewed view of what the majority of young people in Britain are like. Then relate that back to coverage of asylum seekers. 

· This has worked very well with varied age groups, but obviously you know your group best – some young people have turned round and said yes these headlines are like most young people!!

· We have included some headlines for you in a pack.

· Anyway the other most important thing we can do is make sure that this negative media representation is matched by other balanced information…

	Powerpoint with headlines on 

	8.25pm – 8.40pm

Mapping activity

Claire (15 mins)


	We are now going to do an activity that will look at movements of refugee populations around the world and how that compares to numbers and nationalities of people seeking asylum in the UK.

Ask participants to gather round the large laminated map and using a mixture of asking for opinions and giving information, go through the following information.

· Number of people in the world who have had to move from their home because of war or threat to their life: approx 20 million

· Number of recognised refugees in the world – people who have crossed border into another country and met the criteria of the Geneva Convention (approx 8.4 million).
· Top 5 countries where these 8.4 million are: Pakistan (13%), Iran, Tanzania, Germany (8%), USA 

· Percentage of the 8.4 million that are living in the UK?: 3% 

· How many people applied for asylum in the UK in 2006– remind them what an asylum seeker is?: 23,520 excluding dependents (9% down from last year)
· What are the top 5 countries that they came from in 2006?: Eritrea, Afghanistan, Iran, China , Somalia 
· Numbers of refugees in Bristol?: We do not know because once someone gets refugee status there is no method for counting them.

· Numbers of asylum seekers in Bristol: 650 at end of 2006
Debrief to put this into context:

· The majority of the world’s refugees cross their nearest international border to get protection (Nearly two thirds of all refugees are hosted by the Middle East, Asia and Africa, while Europe hosts 23.5%.)
· Asylum seekers represent a tiny proportion of the total number of people coming into the UK. Remember we talked about lots of people moving for different reasons - for example in 2005 297,000 international students and their children and partners came to the UK. Also, for example 137,000 work permits were issued in 2005.

What this activity shows to young people is that refugees come from war-torn countries, that most cross their nearest border to seek protection and the UK takes a very small percentage of the world’s refugee population.

You can do this in a much more participatory way than we are going to do if you have longer – the facilitated activity clearly explains how to do this by asking participants to come and put stickers of where they think most of the refugees in the world come from, and then put stickers on the countries where they think most of the worlds refugees go to.

Give out handout: UK asylum by numbers (key points) and Coming to Bristol (long)

	Map and stickers 

	8.40pm – 8.55pm

Quiz

Debs and Claire (15 mins)

Debs intro and q’s 1/3/4/6

Claire or vol - others


	We’re now going to do a short quiz that will cover some of the most common comments and questions about this issue.

Go through the questions on the quiz sheet, and ask them to shout out the answer.

Suggest that you could run this with young people as a moving activity – by designating a wall for each possible answer and or using true or false questions and asking them to stand up if they think it is false and remain seated if true.


	Quiz sheet

	8.55pm – 9.15pm

The difficult questions

Claire – intro

Both to share answers

20 mins


	Ok, so we have covered the basic questions but what about the more tricky questions that we struggle to answer. We’d like you to work in groups (4) and come up with a question that you would like support in thinking about how to answer. Sometimes there is no right or wrong answer but we can discuss how answering the question in different ways would work.

· Split into 4 groups

· Give each group a blank speech bubble and pen

· Give few minutes to come up with question

· Each group passes their question to the next group to answer

· Give five minutes for discussion

· Each group to feedback, facilitators to feed in ideas and experiences.
Give out myth busting booklet

	Blank speech bubbles

Powerpoint of asylum legal process

Powerpoint about removals

	9.15pm – 9.25pm

Question and answer

All
	Check answered all questions on post its and Invite questions
	

	Conclusion and

getting involved in Refugee Week

5 mins

Claire
	We hope that you now feel more confident to raise these issues and counter myths with the children and young people that you work with. 

If you would like any further advice or would like us to come and run a session with all the staff at your places of work, please do get in contact.

As well as giving you handouts, just before the end I’d like to talk to you about Refugee Week, has anybody heard of Refugee Week? Explain what it is. In Bristol there are a number of events that go on and is a good opportunity to do some awareness raising work. 
It’s also a good opportunity to do an event that welcomes refugees and asylum seekers in your local area and can be the start of future working relationships.

Give out list of projects, welcome to neighbourhood booklet, and activities pack, what people working with young people can do

Ask people to fill in second half of evaluation form.
	Welcome to neighbourhood booklet

Activities pack

List of projects

What people working with young people can do

Slide with how we can help and contact details
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Aim

The aim of this session is to:

· Increase session participants’ awareness of the asylum experience in the UK and Bristol.

· Increase the participants’ awareness of Refugee Action.

· Increase participants’ understanding of some of the ways in which Refugee Action can support their work.

· Help participants think about the ways in which they can include the experience of asylum seekers and refugees in their lessons.

Learning objectives

By the end of the session participants will be able to:

· Explore the importance of teaching young people about refugee and asylum issues.

· Equip new teachers with the confidence and information to run awareness raising activities with young people. 

· Give some examples of activities that they can run with young people and follow up work.
· Explore some issues that they may face in raising these issues with young people.
· Identify key issues relating to asylum seekers and refugees in the UK.
Resources 

Flip chart paper

Flip pens

Blutack 

‘Why learn about refugees in schools?’ activity

Myth busting booklet

Powerpoint presentation

Post it notes

Laminated map and stickers

Flip chart & pens

Blank speech bubbles

Dealing with definitions characters and terms

RAP leaflets

Audience feedback forms

Pens

	Section
	Description
	Resources

	Introduction

1.30pm-1.35pm

5 mins


	Get participants to fill out the first half of the evaluation form. 

Welcome, thank you for inviting us.

Explain background to Refugee Action and Refugee Awareness Project.
Volunteers: talk about what you do in your other lives and how long you have been volunteering for.

Ask participants to introduce themselves and say whether they have done any awareness raising around refugee issues to date.

Explain what the outline of the session will be – check ok with participants.

Everyone has an opinion about asylum. These opinions are affected by the work we do, the people we meet, the things we read, the way we were brought up etc. The aim of this session is to answer your questions, equip you with the facts and increase your confidence to challenge myths with the young people that you work with.

We aim for the session to be as informal and as participatory as possible. We welcome questions as we go along but if we think that we are going to come back to something we will let you know.

Sometimes in sessions we also discuss how you can increase participation from refugees and asylum seekers in your service but we do not have time for that this evening. We will be giving you a handout on that and are happy to speak to your group individually about that.

We will be giving you handouts as we go along and at the end a pack of activities at the end that you should then be able to run with young people that you work with.

	Evaluation form

	Why teach about refugee issues

1.35pm- 1.45pm

10 mins


	To help us start to think about the teaching of issues relating to asylum seekers and refugees, we’re going to do a short activity.

Introduce activity. Ask participants what they think the benefits of teaching about refugees are for:

· The school

· The community

· Refugee children

· All children 
Write up responses on the flip chart. Include at least 5 points for each area.

Summarise points made: include whole school, governors, all levels and community.

Ask participants: 

· How many of them had approached the subject of asylum seekers in their lessons.

· How successful this had been.

· If they had any hesitation about doing so.
· Whether their colleagues had broached the subject.
Explain how we understand that this can sometimes be a contentious issue and that Refugee Action can help them to build their confidence in teaching these issues e.g. by doing  inset days at their schools. 


	Why lean about refugees in school? activity

Flip chart Paper

Pens

	What does home mean to you? 

10 minutes 

1.45-1.55pm
	Intro: we are just going to do an activity to start us thinking about the issues.

· Put up a flip chart with a picture of a house.
· Ask participants to think in pairs what home means to them (family, relatives, places, objects, memories, emotions and feelings). 

· Ask participants to feedback – write responses on the house.

· Ask the group to imagine that they had to leave all that behind, not through any choice of their own, and probably in a rush. How would they feel? Take responses verbally– do not write them down, just engage with audience.
· Ask them what would make them leave all that behind, what would make them think leaving all that behind would be better than staying or use other prompts.

· Summarise that it would have to be something that put your life, or your family’s life, in danger. Explain that the people we are talking about today have all been through this experience.

· But it is important to think about when someone is forced to leave their home and their country not only do they lose all the things we have identified (refer to the house) but also:
· Loss of family and friends (through death or separation)

· Loss of homeland/culture 

· Loss of socio-economic status

· Loss of personal belongings

· Loss of support networks

· Loss of ‘way of life’

They also have to deal with the fear of going to an unknown place.

· Explain that this is one variation of this activity, but thinking about home and what it means to us is generally a good way to start thinking about the issues. As you will know, this kind of activity could be very sensitive for some children but in the pack we are giving you there are more ideas on how you can use this theme to talk to young people about why refugees flee their countries and build empathy. 

Give out fact sheet on leaving home (key points)


	Flip chart and flip chart pens



	Refugee experiences

1.55- 2.00pm

5 minutes  
	Share personal experiences 
	

	Geneva Convention

2.00-2.05pm

5 mins
	When they arrived in the UK they applied for asylum under the 1951 Convention relating to the status of refugees.

· See if people know the history of the Convention, explain historical context. 

· Explain it does not say exactly how refugees should be treated but it is very clear about who is a refugee and provides the criteria that is used to assess all asylum applications to the UK and all other signatory countries. Summarise information on slide.

· It also says who cannot be granted refugees status – anyone that has committed war crimes and very serious non political crimes. Government also brought in 2002 that those that had committed crimes that incurred prison sentences over 2 years could not be granted refugee status.

· Go through Geneva Convention definition of a refugee giving examples.

Race, nationality – ethnic group – Kurds and Roma people

Religion – Christians in Iran

Political activism – trade unions, opposition parties (MDC), support for political party

Social group - Gender – honour crimes and women, sexuality, disability

· Give examples of persecution  - no need to read out, on slide… you can say that a way of explaining it to young people is to say it is a very severe form of discrimination, but where there is no police or laws or rules to protect you.

Any questions?


	Powerpoint



	Understanding the language of immigration

20 mins 

2.05pm- 2.25pm 
	Intro: We are now going to do an activity to understand all the different words that are used to describe people from other countries that come to this country. We have found that they get interchanged and their meaning confused, i.e asylum seeker, refugee, economic migrant, illegal asylum seeker etc. 
This activity is not about getting the correct answer but about exploring what we are sure about and hopefully we can clarify anything you are not sure about.
· Divide the group up into 4 groups.
· Give each group 4 character cards and a pack of definitions cards. 

· Ask them within their groups to use the definitions cards to select the terms that best describes the character’s status in the UK. 

· Give them 5 mins or less to do this.
· Then ask each group to feedback, each group reads one character card out to the group, stating the terms they chose and explaining why they chose these terms. See if the rest of the group agreed/disagreed.
· Use facilitation cards to debrief.

· At end, if illegal asylum seeker has not been chosen, see if people know what it means and clarify.

· Highlight that while putting people in boxes is not always helpful, people’s ‘status’ in this country defines what they are entitled to in terms of financial support, housing, education and employment.

· In conclusion go through definition of asylum seeker, refugee and economic migrant using Powerpoint slide.

Give out fact sheet on dealing with definitions (long)

Any questions?


	Character cards and definitions

	Introduction to myths

5 mins 

2.25pm-2.30pm 
	As we have discussed, the reason that this project exists is because there is in the main a fairly negative perception of asylum seekers and refugees. This perception is for the most part perpetuated by the media, but it is also not refuted by influential people in our society like politicians…. 

· To get us thinking about this, I want you to look at this and tell me when, where and about whom it was written. Show headline from 1938 on Powerpoint.

· Give answer and explain concept of asylum seekers and refugees being scapegoated in the press is not a new concept!

· In 2002/2003 we saw such headlines as these:

Show Powerpoint slide.

Based on these headlines is not surprising that there is general confusion about the issue but also a negative perception. In a Mori poll survey in 2002 and 2003, it was found that young people had the some of the most negative views about asylum seekers and refugees. 

· One activity that you could do with young people is to show them headlines about young people (negative) like these and then compare the coverage to coverage of asylum seekers and refugees.

· You can ask your group to look at headlines of young people and pose them questions like, ‘Do you think this is a fair representative of young people?’, ‘Why do the press write stories like this about young people?’. Or you could get them to think about if someone came from another country, or was an old person who had no contact with young people, they’d have a really skewed view of what the majority of young people in Britain are like. Then relate that back to coverage of asylum seekers. 

· This has worked very well with varied age groups, but obviously you know your group best – some young people have turned round and said yes these headlines are like most young people!!

· We have included some headlines for you in a pack.

· Anyway the other most important thing we can do make sure that this negative media representation is matched by other balanced information. We can make sure more people have the facts so….


	Powerpoint with headlines on

	Mapping activity 

15 mins

2.30- 2.45pm 
	We are now going to do an activity that will look at movements of refugee populations around the world and how that compares to numbers and nationalities of people seeking asylum in the UK.

Ask participants to gather round the large laminated map and using a mixture of asking for opinions and giving information go through the following information.

· No. of people in the world who have had to move from their home because of war or threat to their life: approx 20 million.
· No. of recognised refugees in the world – people who have crossed border into another country and met the criteria of the Geneva Convention (approx 8.4 million).
· Top 5 countries where these 8.4 million are: Pakistan (13%), Iran, Tanzania, Germany (8%), USA 

· Percentage of the 8.4 million that are living in the UK?: 3%.
· How many people applied for asylum in the UK in 2006? Remind pupils what an asylum seeker is: 23,520 excluding dependents (9% down from last year).
· What are the top 5 countries that they came from in 2006?: Eritrea, Afghanistan, Iran, China , Somalia 
· No.s of refugees in Bristol?: We do not know because once someone gets refugee status there is no method for counting them.

· No.s of asylum seekers in Bristol: 650 at end of 2006

Debrief to put this into context:
· The majority of the world’s refugees cross their nearest international border to get protection (Nearly two thirds of all refugees are hosted by the Middle East, Asia and Africa, while Europe hosts 23.5%)
· Asylum seekers represent a tiny proportion of the total number of people coming into the UK. Remember we talked about lots of people moving for different reasons - for example in 2005 297,000 international students and their children and partners came to the UK. Also, for example 137,000 work permits were issued in 2005.

What this activity shows to young people is that refugees come from war-torn countries, that most cross their nearest border to seek protection and the UK takes a very small percentage of the world’s refugee population.

You can do this in a much more participatory way than we are going to do if you have longer – the facilitated activity clearly explains how to do this by asking participants to come and put stickers of where you think most of the refugees in the world come from, and then put stickers on the countries where you think most of the world’s refugees go to.

Give out handout: UK asylum by numbers (key points) and Coming to Bristol (long)

	Map and stickers

	Quiz 

15 mins

2.50- 3.00pm 
	We’re now going to do a short quiz that will cover some of the most common comments and questions about this issue.

Go through the questions on the quiz sheet, and ask them to shout out the answer.

Suggest that you could run this with young people as a moving activity – by designating a wall for each possible answer and or using true or false questions and asking them to stand up if they think it is false and remain seated if true.

	Quiz sheet

	The difficult questions- blank speech bubbles

20 mins 

3.00- 3.20pm


	Ok. so we have covered the basic questions but what about the more tricky questions that we struggle to answer. We’d like you to work in groups (4) and come up with a question that you would like support in thinking about how to answer. Sometimes there is no right or wrong answer but we can discuss how answering the question in different ways would work.

· Split into 4 groups.
· Give each group a blank speech bubble and pen.
· Give few minutes to come up with question.
· Each group passes their question to the next group to answer.
· Give five minutes for discussion.
· Each group to feedback, facilitators to feed in ideas and experiences.

Give out myth busting booklet.

	Blank speech bubbles

Powerpoint of asylum legal process

Powerpoint about removals

	What resources are available and conclusion

10 minutes 
	· Global Communities Pack

· GTC teaching handbook

· Suggested lesson plans

· Myth busting booklets

· African Initiative Resource centre

We hope that you now feel more confident to raise these issues with young people that you work with. 

Give out list of projects, 11 easy steps booklet, and activities pack, what people working with young people can do list.
Ask people to fill in second half of evaluation form.
	Global Communities Pack

GTC teaching handbook

Suggested lesson plans

Myth busting booklets



Suggested lesson plans for teaching refugee issues with Year 7-13 

DISTRIBUTED IN APRIL-MAY 2007

These lesson plans are based on the experience of the Refugee Awareness Project in delivering awareness raising sessions over the last 18 months and have been designed to be picked up by teachers who do not have an in-depth background knowledge of the issues. However, you should also feel free to adapt them according to the interest and knowledge of your students.

Parts of these lesson plans were used by teachers at Cotham Secondary School during a recent curriculum enrichment day. The sections described can also be run over a series of lessons. 

The feedback was very positive from the teachers and students with comments like 'teachers were able to effectively deliver the topic having little or no prior knowledge’ and 'it was great to see the pupils so engaged in their learning', 'pupils really enjoyed the variety of activities'.

In brief the lesson plans cover the following issues:

· Why people move and the difference between forced and voluntary migration

· Understanding the language of immigration

· Exploring what home means to us and what it feels like to leave that behind

· Real life experiences if refugees
· Where refugees come from and where they go to

· Challenging the myths
· The role of the media in our understanding of asylum seekers and refugees

· Understanding the needs and experiences of asylum seekers and refugees
· Contribution of refugees to the UK

· The role of individuals and schools in supporting asylum seekers and refugees in your community
	Section
	Description
	Resources

	Why people move?


	Aim: To consider the reasons why people move and to identify whether a move is voluntary or forced:

1. Brainstorm ideas for why people move this – this could be areas in Bristol, in the country or between countries.
NB: Reasons for moving could include: work, needing more space, divorce, eviction, escaping from natural disaster, financial reasons, escaping from war. Remind students that they have all experienced at least one move in their life – i.e. from Primary to Secondary school.
2. Ask group if they can identify which moves are voluntary and which are forced.

NB: Children may feel a move was forced even if it was voluntarily done by parents.
3. Ask the group to consider a time when they have moved: How did you feel before the move? How did you feel after the move? What helped you to adjust to the change? What didn’t help?
4. What sort of words do we use to describe people who have moved from another country to this country?
Immigrant, foreigner, refugee, asylum seeker etc. All of these words have a specific meaning but they are often used to describe anyone who we think is foreign!
	

	Understanding the language of immigration


	Aim: to understand the meanings behind the words used to describe people who come to the UK.

1. Give each group a pack of statements and terms and ask them to match them up correctly.

2. Ask groups to feedback and check definitions are correct.

3. Ask them to see if they can see the difference between general terms used to describe immigrants, terms that are used to describe people who move voluntarily and those that are forced.

A refugee is someone who the government recognises has been forced to leave their country and because they have a well founded fear of persecution based on their religion, race, nationality, political opinion or membership of a particular social group. The right to be recognised as a refugee is set out in a piece of international law called the 1591 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees.

An asylum seeker is someone who has come to this country and has made an application to the government to be recognised as a refugee – they are waiting for their application to be decided. 

An economic migrant is someone who has chosen to move country in order to work.
An internally displaced person is someone who has had to leave their home and moves somewhere else inside their own country.

Illegal immigrant is someone who has entered a country without government permission OR has continued to stay in a country after their visa has ended.
Explain what persecution is:

1. Ask group why some people might be treated differently: i.e. race, colour, disability, sexual orientation, looking different etc.
2. What do we call this when people are treated differently? Discrimination.
3. How can discrimination be played out? Racist abuse, denial of rights that other people have etc. In this county we have laws to protect people from discrimination but in some countries in the world people do not have the same protection.

An extreme form of discrimination is to be persecuted – unjustly harassed or threatened with death or imprisonment, usually for political, religious or ethnic reasons. 
	Matching activity – understanding the language of immigration
Key terms handout from pg 9 of Global Communities pack 

	What does home mean to us?


	Aim: to think about how they would feel if they were forced to leave their home

1. Draw a picture of a house.

2. Ask students to shout out what home means to them (can be anything, a possession or a feeling). 

3. Ask them to imagine that they had to leave all that behind, not through any choice of their own, and probably in a rush. How would they feel? 

Then ask them what would make them leave all that behind? Summarise that it would have to be something that put your life, or your family’s life in danger.

Explain that the people we are talking about have all been through this experience and now we are going to see a video of young people talking about why they had to leave their homes.

NB: See attached activity: There’s no place like home for more ideas of how to run this activity.
	

	Real life experiences


	Show the video (Screen tests from a ‘Safe Place’ by Show Racism the Red Card – 7 minutes long).

Ask students while watching the video to write down the countries the young people in the video come from.

	Video 

	Where do refugees come from and where do they go?


	Aim: to think about where refugees come from and where they go. Put asylum into perspective in relation to immigration as a whole.

Ask students what countries they identified from the video and explain that the largest nationalities coming to the UK changes from year to year depending on what is happening in parts of the world. 

Hand out A4 maps of the world and give students 5 minutes to familiarise themselves with the map and the continents.

We are now going to look at where the majority of asylum seekers to the UK come from and where most refugees in the world are.

Using interactive board or large map on wall and using a mixture of asking for opinions and giving information go through the following information (put the stats on post-it notes).

· No. of people in the world who have had to move from their home because of war or threat to their life: approx 20 – 25 million.
· No. of recognised refugees in the world – people who have crossed border into another country and met the criteria of the Geneva Convention. (approx. 12 million).
· Top 5 countries where these 12 million are: Pakistan (13%), Iran, Tanzania, Germany (8%), USA 

· Percentage of the 12 million that are living in the UK?: 3% 

· How many people applied for asylum in the UK in 2006 – remind students what an asylum seeker is: 23,520 excluding dependents (9% down from last year).
· What are the top 5 countries that they come from in 2006?: Eritrea, Afghanistan, Iran, China , Somalia. 
· Nos of refugees in Bristol?: We do not know because once someone gets refugee status there is no method for counting them.

· Nos of asylum seekers in Bristol: 480 at end of 2006.
Debrief:

· The majority of the world’s refugees cross their nearest international border to get protection (Nearly two thirds of all refugees are hosted by the Middle East, Asia and Africa, while Europe hosts 23.5%).
· Asylum seekers represent a tiny proportion of the total number of people coming into the UK. Remember we talked about lots of people moving for different reasons - for example in 2005 297,000 international students and their children and partners came to the UK. Also, for example 137,000 work permits were issued in 2005.
Idea 1: Draw a quick bar/pie chart to show what these numbers mean percentage wise.
Idea 2: Students to research what is going on in each of the top 5 countries of origin of asylum seekers to this country – pg 49 of Global Communities teaching resource has some information otherwise see http://www.unhcr.org.uk/info/briefings/asylum_issues/source_coun.html
NB: see the attached activity: Mapping – where do they come from? Where do they go? for different ways of running this activity.


	World map and post-its or interactive map

A4 world maps



	Challenging the myths

	Aim: to counter common myths about asylum seekers and refugees

Handout the 5 question quiz sheet with true or false answers.

1. An asylum seeker is illegal, but a refugee has legal status. True or false?

2. 2,700 children came to the UK alone and claimed asylum in 2005. True or false?

3. In the UK, an asylum seeking family receives the same amount of state benefits as a British family with the same needs. True or false?

4. On average, British people have higher education levels than asylum seekers and refugees. True or false?

5. Marks and Spencers and the Mini were originally created by refugees. True or false?

Ask students to stand up or move to one side of the room depending if they think the answers are true or false.

Use the answer sheet to debrief each question

NB: See the activity Quiz for more questions and ideas of how to run this activity.

	Asylum quiz sheets 
Asylum quiz answer sheet 

	The role of the media in our understanding  of asylum seekers and refugees
	Aim: to consider how much reality differs from media representation

1. Recap all the information students have gathered on asylum seekers and refugees. 

2. Present headlines about refugees and asylum seekers. Ask students to comment on the headlines and consider the differences between the media content and what they actually know about the subject.

3. Look at headlines about teenage culture. Repeat the activity above.

4. Discuss why the media distorts information. 

If students feel strongly about this issue they could do more research at http://www.dontbelievethetype.org.uk or a local Bristol project called Refugees and Asylum Seekers in the Media Project http://www.ramproject.org.uk
 
	Headlines - RAP pack and Global Communities teaching resource pg 90.

	Understanding experiences of asylum seekers and refugees

	Aim: to help pupils understand the experiences and needs of refugees.

With students over the age of 14 you could use the attached case study about Jean Paul. Alternatively you could source one from the Global Communities teaching resource. All of them are based on real-life experiences.

1. Ask the pupils to think about how the characters feel? 

2. Then use the activity sheet (pg 26 Global Communities teaching resource) to think about what the character needs now he is in the UK – use the suggested diamond shape.


	Activity sheet – What do we need? page 26 of Global Communities teaching resource

Case study – RAP pack

	Contribution of refugees to the UK
	Aim: To consider the contribution made by refugees and asylum seekers to UK society.

1. Provide class with a list of famous refugees without mentioning that they are refugees. See http://www.blss.portsmouth.sch.uk/asylum/famrefugees.shtml or the attached sheet on 100 prominent refugees.
2. Identify who they are what they are famous for. Ask the students what they have in common.
3. Students to complete research into the life of somebody on the list then could make presentations to rest of the group.


	The heritage and contribution of Refugees in the UK – RAP pack

	What can you do as a school?


	Aim: To encourage pupils to think about their role in supporting asylum seekers and refugees in their community.

1. Recap on the case study that you discussed earlier and their experiences in the UK. You could also give the pupils the Information Sheet: Experiences of refugees in the UK in the Global Communities teaching resource.
2. Divide the class into small groups to consider: What difficulties might young refugees face when they come to this country? What could individuals, schools and communities do to minimise these difficulties? What made refugees feel welcome or unwelcome by the communities they came to live in?
3. Produce a poster showing all the ways in which refugees and asylum seekers can be made to feel welcomed, safe and valued.

OR

4. Encourage pupils to think about what they could do as an individual, class or school to support understanding of refugee or asylum seeker issues, e.g

· Produce a ‘Welcome to School’ booklet for speakers of other languages.

· Produce an assembly presentation to inform others students in the school about refugee and asylum issues.

· Produce a school display based on refugee and asylum seeker issues.
OR 

5. Produce a piece of sung or spoken word on refugee awareness and enter it into the Refugee Week Competition!

NB: See chapter 7 of the Global Communities teaching resource for more ideas. If you need any support with Bristol-specific activities contact the Refugee Awareness Project.


	Information Sheet: Experiences of refugees in the UK -  Global Communities teaching resource.

How you can celebrate sanctuary, chapter 7 – Global Communities teaching resource








Training plan for citizenship teachers 








Hillfields area youth workers 
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