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Message from the Chair in Refugee Action’s Annual Report for year ended 31 March 2006

Refugee Action was started 25 years ago by a group of people working in the refugee sector who saw a need for a new way of supporting refugees and asylum seekers. Refugees and British workers were to work as equals. We wanted an organisation where the needs of the refugees and their communities came first and where we could respond quickly to changing circumstances and needs. We commissioned client and stakeholder feedback this year and showed this philosophy is still very much alive. Refugee Action is providing the type of service its clients need and takes an inclusive and co-operative approach with partner agencies (see page 9). 

Over the past 25 years, Refugee Action has provided invaluable advice and support to asylum seekers and refugees who have reached this country. Founded in 1981, it provided a radical new approach to the successful resettlement of refugees and asylum seekers in the UK, supporting the 'boat people' from Vietnam, then Bosnian refugees from 1994, those displaced by the volcano in Montserrat in 1995 and evacuees from Kosova in 1999. Today, it continues to react quickly and effectively, supporting those fleeing from conflict and persecution from many countries around the globe. 


We are proud of the achievements and outputs described in this year’s report. Yet an organisation like Refugee Action is more than the sum of its parts. Equally valuable, but more difficult to quantify, is what might be termed ‘social capital’ – the networks and dynamic long-term relationships that underpin our work and which yield benefits that cut across the statutory, voluntary and private sectors. We are committed to sustaining and developing these partnerships, which maximise the potential of refugees and those who work with them.


Refugee Action's effectiveness is a tribute to its very highly skilled and committed staff, as well as a large number of volunteers who are invaluable in the support they provide to the organisation and its clients. I also wish to acknowledge the commitment and contributions that all the trustees past and present have made. 

Thanks are also due to our funders. Having people and organisations who realise the importance of providing support for some of the most vulnerable people in the country helps us continue to provide the high quality of support we have become known for over the last 25 years. 

All support, whether it is in time and expertise or financial, is particularly appreciated in these difficult times where refugees are often vilified instead of respected for the many talents and gifts they bring to their new countries.

Julia Meiklejohn
