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working with refugees to build new lives






Asylum support cuts FAQ
Q. Why do some asylum seekers need financial support?
A. Asylum seekers are not usually allowed to work. Some people who are claiming asylum stay with family or friends and don’t ask for any extra help. But many arrive with nothing, and have no other way they can support themselves.
Q. Do they get the same as a British person on benefits?

A. No. Until October, asylum seekers received 70% of what a British person on income support would receive. This was to take into account that they don’t pay utility bills as these are included in their accommodation. This was already below the poverty line, but in October there were cuts for some groups of asylum seekers meaning that many now only receive 55% of income support – that’s just £5 a day.

Q. How much do they actually get then?

A. Single asylum seekers receive £35 a week
Lone parents receive £42.14 a week
Couples receive £70.26 a week
Parents of children under 16 receive £50.81 a week for each child

Q. Who have the cuts affected?
A. The cuts have affected two groups of asylum seekers: 

Lone parents had their support frozen at last year’s levels, meaning that with inflation they are £2.19 a week worse off in real terms.

Single people over the age of 25 had their support cut by over £7 per week, making them £9.22 per week worse off in real terms (with inflation).

Q. How has this affected them?

A. Refugee Action did a survey among our clients, just before the cuts were introduced. We found that 50 per cent of people interviewed could not afford enough food for their children.  All were unable to buy their children the clothes they needed.  For babies a wide range of items could not be purchased, such as pushchairs, toys and thermometers. The cuts will push people who were already finding it hard to survive into even deeper poverty.

Q. Why should asylum support rise each year, especially in a recession?
A. Every year, both income support for British people, and asylum support, used to rise proportionately, to keep up with inflation. The measure of inflation the government always use is the Consumer Price Index (CPI). The CPI measures the prices of a typical shopping basket of goods, such as food.

This year, income support rose as usual, using the CPI rates in September 2009 as a measure. Asylum support for couples and children rose in the same way. But lone parents’ support was frozen and single people over 25 had their support reduced. Because food prices rose a lot in this period, these groups are worse off and will face considerable hardship as a result.

Q. What is the government’s justification for the cuts?

A. The government has given several reasons for the cuts, which we think are flawed and inconsistent:

They have justified the freeze in support for lone parents, by pointing out that support for children did keep up with inflation. They also say that the CPI rate for September 2009 represented a high for the year and prices have fallen since. But lone parents were already facing extreme hardship, even before the cuts, and it doesn’t make sense to increase support for couples with children and not for single parents.

The government’s logic behind cuts to support for single asylum seekers aged over 25 is that previously they received more than under 25’s, and it made sense to bring them down to the same level. (The different support levels for different ages followed similar differentiation in income support, where under 25’s are thought to need less money as they are more likely to be living with parents or in shared housing.) 

However, as the majority of single asylum seekers are in the UK with no family or friends they are far less likely to have networks of support to turn to in times of hardship. They now only receive 55% of income support, or £35 a week, far below the poverty line. We think it would have made more sense to bring under 25’s up to the over 25’s level rather than the other way around.

They have also justified the cuts by claiming that the only objections have come from ‘interested groups’ – despite hundreds of individuals writing to the Immigration Minister to express concern. We think this shows they are making cuts to the income of a vulnerable group of people on purpose, thinking nobody will care. Please help us to prove them wrong.

Q. What is Refugee Action calling for?

A. For all asylum support to be set at 70% of income support as before, and to keep up with inflation.

Q. What can I do?

A.The government is due to make a decision in February 2010, on what support rates 

will be for next year. Please send the Immigration Minister Phil Woolas, our campaign email, asking him to reconsider the cuts, and set support levels for next year at 70% of income support.

Take action now!
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