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Use this guide to find out how 
including Refugee Action in your 
Will can be quick and easy for you 
– and have a lasting impact on the 
lives of people who need your help.
Your gift will help us carry on working towards a society in 
which refugees are given the compassionate and humane 
welcome they deserve, now and for many generations to 
come.

Why should I make a Will?

Making a Will is the only way you can be sure that your wishes 
will be followed after your death. If you don’t make one, part or 
all of your estate may go to people who you never intended to 
benefit. Not only that, Inheritance Tax legislation means that, if 
you don’t prepare properly, a substantial part of what you leave 
behind may go to the State.

How do I know what to leave?

The first thing you need to do is calculate the value of all your 
assets. If you own your own home, how much is it worth? Have 
you any savings, investments, valuables or jewellery? Add the 
total values together and that’s your estate.
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Once you have calculated the total worth of your estate and 
made all deductions, you can draw up a list of those whom you 
wish to benefit, by how much and in what way. At this point, 
you may also consider leaving Refugee Action a share of the 
residue that is left over once you’ve provided for your family or 
friends. 

What types of gift can I make?

The most common types of gifts people leave in their Will are:

A cash gift
A gift of a specific sum of money to Refugee Action. You can 
speak to your solicitor about protecting the value of your gift by 
directly linking it to the cost of living, so that it doesn’t reduce 
over time.

A specific gift
A gift of a specific item to Refugee Action, such as a property 
or jewellery.

A residuary gift
A gift of all or part of what is left of your estate after taxes 
and debts are paid and all your other legacies have been 
distributed – known as the ‘residue.’

Your Will must include instructions for the distribution of your 
estate’s residue, otherwise the Government will distribute it 
according to current legislation. 
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Which type of gift is best for Refugee 
Action?
Of course, we are always delighted to receive specific gifts, 
which can provide a much-needed boost to our resources.

However, a residuary gift is by far the most effective way of 
remembering us in your Will because it ensures that your 
family and dependents are provided for in exactly the way you 
want and we receive much-needed funds that will help us 
plan our work with confidence. Moreover, because its value 
tends to adjust in line with inflation, it means that we receive 
the support you intended, regardless of changing financial 
situations.

How can I be sure my Will is valid and 
accurate?
A Will is a legal document and trying to write your own can be 
difficult. One slip can cause the whole document to be invalid.

We recommend that you use a solicitor or qualified Will Writer 
(recognised by a professional body) to draft your Will. Getting 
your wishes correctly written now will save your family and 
other benefactors time and money in the future. 

You can find a solicitor in your area by visiting The Law 
Society’s website at www.lawsociety.org.uk and using the 
section ‘Find a solicitor’ or by calling them on 020 7242 1222. 

Alternatively The Society of Trusts and Estate Practitioners 
(STEP) can provide you with details of solicitors who specialise 
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in Will writing, their number is 020 7838 4890. You can also 
organise a home visiting service by telephoning the Institute of 
Professional Will Writers on 08456 442042 or visiting  
www.ipw.org.uk

How much will it cost me?
The cost of a straightforward Will is probably less than you 
think – normally under £100, though it is worth getting quotes 
from several solicitors. It will be money well spent on ensuring 
your wishes are followed.
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Can I use a gift to Refugee Action to avoid 
paying Inheritance Tax?
Inheritance Tax is the tax that is paid on your estate when 
you die. At the moment, if your estate is worth over £325,000, 
your loved ones could end up paying Inheritance Tax at 40%, 
meaning that they actually receive far less than you intended. 
Yet, there is a way to beat Inheritance Tax and ensure you pass 
your wealth on to your family. 

Because Refugee Action is a charity, by leaving a gift in  
your Will to us for the excess of your estate above £325,000, 
you can make sure your family receive the full amount 
intended to them.

This means that making a gift to Refugee Action in your Will 
could not only help future generations of refugees and asylum 
seekers, it could also be just enough to bring your remaining 
estate below the Inheritance Tax threshold and make sure your 
family gets exactly what you want them to. 

What happens if my circumstances change?
It’s important to review your Will regularly – at least once every 
five years as your family circumstances and relevant taxation 
laws may change.

How do I change my Will?
Never write on your Will – that would invalidate it. Major 
changes may call for a new Will, which would be easier to 
arrange the second time around.
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www.refugee-action.org.uk 

Registered office: Victoria Charity Centre,  
11 Belgrave Road, London SW1V 1RB 
Registered charity no. 283660   Registered company no. 1593454

Minor additions can be made using a separate document 
called a codicil, which must be signed and witnessed as with 
the Will, though the witnesses need not be the same. It must 
be kept with the Will but not attached to it.

Giving to a cause that you wish to support, such as Refugee 
Action, can readily be done by adding a codicil to an existing 
Will. If in doubt, contact your solicitor.

What should I do now?
If you are making or changing a Will it’s worth speaking to your 
solicitor about your plans in detail. Everyone’s circumstances 
are different, and your solicitor will be able to advise on the 
best options available to you.

It would be really helpful if you can let us know if you have 
included us in your Will as just knowing we have a source of 
future income helps us to plan ahead for the future and commit 
to our current work more confidently. Any information will 
always be treated in confidence.
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ANY QUESTIONS?

If you have any queries about leaving a legacy to support 
Refugee Action’s work, please call Sanela Kopic, our 
Fundraising Officer, on 0845 894 2536 or email  
sanelak@refugee-action.org.uk 

We are always happy to help.
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