
How to remember Refugee Action in your Will

YOU CAN  HELP OPEN UP  
A KINDER FUTURE FOR REFUGEES
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When we arrived in the UK, we were greeted 
by smiling faces – the staff and volunteers of 
Refugee Action – a charity of great humanity 
and decency. Its workers helped us to rebuild 
our lives in our new home over the past year. 

We thought we were in a dream. Until that 
point, we had struggled so much and no one 
would help us, but finally we were in a good 
place, with good people.”
Safaa, who fled Iraq with his family.
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Ever since 1981, Refugee Action has been welcoming refugees. I’m proud 
to be part of an organisation that stands up for people who have fled 
persecution and conflict when, all too often, they are met with hostility. 
With the help of supporters who share our values, we have helped 
refugees to claim asylum, get the rights and benefits they’re entitled 
to, access English lessons and integrate with their new communities. 
But how can you make sure they are still welcomed and supported 
in the future? The most effective way is with a gift in your Will.

We don’t know what will force people to seek safety here in years  
to come. But we can help ensure they are met with compassion  
and treated with fairness by planning ahead. A gift in your Will  
helps us to do so. It’s straightforward to do and allows you to  
put your principles into action and make a powerful impact  
after you’ve gone.

Read on to find out how you can make a difference to tomorrow’s 
refugees by remembering Refugee Action in your Will.

A MESSAGE FROM REFUGEE ACTION’S CHIEF EXECUTIVE

Stephen Hale OBE 
Chief Executive, Refugee Action
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WHY REMEMBER REFUGEE ACTION IN YOUR WILL Many people like you decide 
to remember a cause that’s 
important to them in their Will.
They may have a personal 
connection with a particular 
charity, or it may reflect the 
principles they value most.

Whatever your motivation for 
supporting Refugee Action, a 
gift in your Will allows you to 
make a positive difference far 
into the future. 

It’s a wonderful feeling 
knowing that after your 
death you will still be 
giving someone else the 
chance to experience the 
freedoms you’ve had. 

Anonymous pledger.
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When you leave a gift in your Will, you’re helping to make sure Refugee 
Action is there to give tomorrow’s refugees a warm welcome. 
When people seek safety here, we treat them with humanity and 
respect. We use our expertise to help them realise their rights and 
get fair treatment. And we provide practical support, so they can 
rebuild their lives and settle into their new communities.

A gift in your Will is one of the most significant ways you can make 
a long-term difference to our work. It allows us to plan ahead and 
because it’s exempt from inheritance tax, it’s cost effective too.

By pledging a gift in your Will, you can take positive steps towards 
shaping a future where refugees still have somewhere to turn; where 
people who have endured hardship and suffering are met with the 
compassion we’d all hope to receive in their position. 

If you want to make a lasting impact on our work, please 
remember Refugee Action in your Will, once you’ve taken care  
of those closest to you.

I am leaving a gift in my Will 
to Refugee Action because 
I want to make a practical 
difference to help ensure 
that refugees are always 
welcome in the UK.”

Dr R.P.W.

HELP CREATE A BETTER FUTURE FOR REFUGEES 
WITH A GIFT IN YOUR WILL



 YOUR ASSETS

Work out what you have to 
pass on. This could include 
your home, car, bank balances, 
shares and any items with real 
or sentimental value. 

 YOUR LIABILITIES

Make a note of debts, loans and 
any outstanding mortgage.

 ESTATE

The total sum of your assets 
minus any liabilities.

 YOUR BENEFICIARIES

Decide who you’d like to 
benefit from your Will. You can 
remember a charity, as well as 
people close to you. 

You may decide to leave them 
a percentage of your estate, a 
specific amount or an item like  
a painting or jewellery.

Writing a Will – and keeping it 
updated – is the only way you can 
ensure your wishes are carried 
out. It clarifies your intentions for 
the people you care about and 
gives you peace of mind. 
Here are some things you  
should bear in mind when  
you’re drafting your Will, which 
we recommend you do through 
a solicitor.

 YOUR EXECUTORS

You can appoint up to four 
executors, who are responsible 
for making sure your wishes 
are carried out. They can be 
friends or relatives (including 
beneficiaries), or professionals. 
A professional executor, such as 
your bank manager, will usually 
charge a fee to your estate. 

 YOUR WITNESSES

Two people need to witness 
your Will – they must not be 
beneficiaries.

 YOUR SOLICITOR

The Law Society can help you 
find a solicitor who specialises in 
Wills and Probate. Call them on 
020 7242 1222, or visit  
www.lawsociety.org.uk  
to find out more.

WHAT TO CONSIDER WHEN WRITING YOUR WILL
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  A percentage (or residuary) gift  
is part or all of what remains when all other gifts have 
been taken into account. It isn’t devalued by inflation and 
ensures there is sufficient money to cover all the bequests. 

  A cash (or pecuniary) gift  
is a fixed amount of money left to a person or organisation.

  A specific gift  
is an item, such as a car or house.

If you are setting up a trust so someone can benefit from  
your money or property during their lifetime, you can set up  
a reversionary gift – where it would come to us afterwards.

Turn over to find recommended wording you can use  
for different gifts.

 UPDATING YOUR WILL

Straightforward changes to your 
Will are easily made by adding 
a separate document called a 
Codicil. If the changes are more 
complicated, your Will may need 
to be rewritten. Your solicitor can 
advise you on these options. 

 KEEPING YOUR WILL SAFE

We recommend the original of 
your Will stays with your solicitor. 
Keep your copy somewhere 
safe and make a note of where 
important documents like this 
are stored, so the people close 
to you can find them.

 INTESTATE

When someone dies intestate, it 
means he/she has died without 
a valid Will in place.

TYPES OF GIFTS YOU 
CAN LEAVE  



When Refugee Action took nine  
asylum-seeking families from Bradford 
on a residential trip, the impact was 
clear to Mariam, our support worker: 

One of the mothers, Rashan, said,  
‘I don’t remember being this relaxed 
in the last 10 years of my life’, while 
her seven-year-old daughter added, 
“I want to come here again tomorrow, 
I want to come here every day!” 

Rashan’s children, and those of the 
other families, were having  
fun together, while their parents 
forged friendships and shared their 
similar experiences of coming to 
the UK. They were so full of positive 
energy that will keep them going  
for some time.

Mariam Ali, Children and Family Project Support 
Worker, Refugee Action
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WORDING YOUR BEQUEST
Although we recommend that you seek guidance from a 
solicitor when drafting or updating your Will, the following 
wording may be helpful: 

TO LEAVE A PERCENTAGE OF YOUR ESTATE  
“ I give all (or a ....% share of) the residue of my estate to 

Refugee Action, Victoria Charity Centre, 11 Belgrave Road, 
London SW1V 1RB registered charity number 283660 to be 
used for its general charitable purposes.”

TO LEAVE A CASH GIFT
 “I give the sum of £ (words & figures) to Refugee Action, 

Victoria Charity Centre, 11 Belgrave Road, London SW1V 
1RB registered charity number 283660 to be used for its 
general charitable purposes.”

TO LEAVE A SPECIFIC GIFT 

“I give my............ [Describe the specific gift you wish to 
leave eg. “my jewellery”] to Refugee Action, Victoria 
Charity Centre, 11 Belgrave Road, London SW1V 1RB 
registered charity number 283660 to be used for its 
general charitable purposes.”

Many people leave a 
percentage gift to Refugee 
Action, as the gift isn’t 
devalued by inflation. This 
means you can be confident 
the charity will receive what 
you intended. 

Legacy Manager, Refugee Action
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Q: Making a Will sounds so time-consuming  
– is it really worth doing? 
Writing a Will is actually very straightforward 
and inexpensive. It makes your wishes clear, 
simplifying things for your loved ones. It’s also 
the only way to ensure the people and causes 
closest to you benefit as you intend them to, 
keeping you in control. 

Q: I’m already leaving a legacy to another 
charity. Can I still remember Refugee Action? 
You can remember as many charities as you 
like in your Will. Some people leave their whole 
estate to one charity. Others prefer to make 
several smaller gifts, reflecting their interests 
and values.

If you want to add a gift to Refugee Action, a 
solicitor can help you add a Codicil to your Will.

Q: Can a gift to a charity like Refugee Action help 
to reduce inheritance tax? 
Yes. If you leave 10% or more of your net estate 
to charities, you’ll be entitled to the reduced 
inheritance tax rate of 36%. If you leave a 
percentage gift, it can also bring your estate 
below the inheritance tax threshold.

COMMON QUESTIONS ANSWERED
Q: How can I be sure my legacy will be used 

wisely? 
We recognise that leaving a gift to charity is 
a significant personal decision and we will be 
honoured if you decide to remember us, once 
you’ve taken those closest to you into account.

When the time comes, we will spend your gift 
where it is needed most and in a way that will 
deliver the most impact. You can be sure we will 
respect your privacy – as well as your right to 
change your mind. 

If you have any questions, get in touch 
 by calling 0845 894 2536 or emailing 
legacies@refugee-action.org.uk

Q: Do I have to tell you if I’m planning to leave  
a gift to Refugee Action? 
Your Will is a confidential document, so you 
don’t need to share the details with anyone. 
However, if you do intend to remember us,  
it means we can thank you and keep you 
updated on the difference your support will  
be making in the future.



If you have any questions about leaving a gift in your 
Will, please get in touch by calling 0845 894 2536 or 
email legacies@refugee-action.org.uk

To protect the identities of those we help, images and names may have been changed. 
Registered office: Victoria Charity Centre, 11 Belgrave Road, London SW1V 1RB  
Refugee Action is a registered charity. Charity number in England and Wales: 283660, Company registration number: 01593454 

THANK YOU


