
SERMON AND REFLECTION NOTES 
ON THE REFUGEE CRISIS

“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and 
give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes 
and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ “The King will reply, 
‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did 
for me.’” – Matthew 25:31-40 NIV
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‘Whatever you do for the least of these you did for me’
The world is in the grips of a global refugee crisis. There are now over 82  million people across 
the world who have been forcibly displaced from their homes. Forced migration is not a new 
phenomenon. From Israelites fleeing Egypt to Jesus fleeing Herod, the Bible is full of stories of people 
seeking sanctuary. So, what is the calling of the church in the midst of this crisis?

In Matthew 25 Jesus was approaching the time of his crucifixion and was giving final messages 
on humility, service and preparedness for final judgment. In his parables, he is expressing the 
significance of the servant leadership that he had demonstrated throughout his time on Earth. As he 
is drawing his message to a conclusion, he is creating a sense of urgency that it is time to act here 
and now. 

This parable is expressing the need to help and be with those who are suffering injustice within our 
society. We are called to treat the strangers, the hungry, the thirsty as we would treat Christ himself. 
What an incredible and exciting challenge. But, to be able to serve people who are in this place we 
must be able to see them.

During Jesus’s time on Earth, He was often placing himself in places where he could see and serve 
those who would have often been seen as second class citizens. And this is reflected in the character 
in this parable who was there when the thirsty, hungry, stranger and imprisoned needed them. To love 
refugees and asylum seekers you must know them and their needs. 

We know that justice is routinely denied to people seeking safety in the UK. Imagine having no choice 
but to leave your home country. You have travelled through continents to reach a country that you 
hope will protect you. Once you arrive in the country, you enter a system that consistently fails people 
who are in desperate need of support and safety. 

While you wait to hear whether you will be granted refugee status, you are not permitted to work and 
earn money. You are in squalid accommodation, you may not speak the language and you face 
hostility from people who believe you don’t belong there. It doesn’t have to be this way. By coming 
together to take action, we can give these people the fairness, compassion and justice that they 
deserve. When we serve and support the needs of refugees and asylum seekers we serve Christ. 

Today we are collecting for Refugee Action, to make sure that people seeking sanctuary in the UK 
are always welcome. The national charity offers practical support to people seeking refuge, as well 
as campaigning for their rights. They provide people who have been through 
unimaginable horrors with the tools they need to get justice, live free from 
poverty and successfully rebuild their lives.



STORIES FROM PEOPLE SEEKING SAFETY
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Love your neighbour 
Badir and Shavin fled Syria after the fighting began. 
With a family of four to protect, they had no choice 
but to leave as violence and austerity consumed 
their country. After five years living in Iraq, they were 
resettled to the UK.

The family boarded the plane to Britain with a 
mixture of excitement and apprehension as to 
what was to come. Badir told us: “When we arrived, 
we knew nothing and no-one. It was like being 
blindfolded.”

Refugee Action were there for the family from day 
one. We greeted them at the airport, helped them 
settle into their new home and introduced them 
to the multicultural shops in their area where they 
could find ingredients from home. They also received 
friendship and support from their neighbour Doreen.

When Doreen heard that a Syrian family had moved 
in next door, she decided to knock on their door and 
say hello. Her expression of neighbourly support 
became a vital source of support to the family. She 
taught them how to use their gas cooker, helped 
them practice their English and even took Shavin to 
hospital when she went into labour. Badir and Shavin 
were so grateful to Doreen that they named her 
newborn baby girl after her! 

The family told us: “We are very happy here. Our 
neighbours are so welcoming, and are always there 
when we need help.”

In these turbulent times, it can be easy to turn away 
from each other. Badir and Shavin’s story shows the 
wonderful things that are possible when we treat 
others with empathy, understanding and friendship.

The refugee crisis at a glance
There are 82 million forcibly 
displaced people worldwide.

The top refugee-hosting countries 
are Turkey, Pakistan and Colombia. 

32,693 people applied for asylum in the 
UK between June 2018 and June 2019. 

This is only 7% of applications in 
the EU Member states. Germany 
received the most applications, 
followed by France.

Less than 2% of the UK population 
is made up of refugees and people 
seeking asylum.

People seeking asylum do not have 
the right to work in the UK.

Cash support is available, and it is 
set to £5.39 a day. This must cover 
food, sanitation and clothing.

When a person is given refugee 
status, they have just 28 days to 
find somewhere to live and apply 
for mainstream benefits before 
they are evicted from asylum 
accommodation.
Source: The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

More stories from people 
seeking safety
Safaa, from Syria.  
Refugee-action.org/Safaa

Basirat, from Nigeria.  
Refugee-action.org/Basirat

Fathy, from Burundi.  
Refugee-action.org/Fathy


